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Wherefore that he might flee theſe Evils, 
know how to behave himſelf in the Houſe of 
God, might war /4 good Warfare, do the 
Work of an Evangeliſt, make full Proof of 
his Miniſtry, give no Man Occaſion to deſpiſe 
his. Youth, but remain unrebukable till the 
coming of -Chrift' ; the Apoſtle here ſets be- 
fore him the moſt clear. and full Inſtructions, 
concerning both his perſonal and relative, 
his publick and private Capacity, back'd with 
the moſt powerful and convincing. Arguments: 
This Advice and Counſel, concerns fibt only 
Timat hy, but all ſucceeding Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ; and tis a great Prvilegs to them, 
and te the Church in general, that there are 
ſuch excellent Rules for, their Conde left up- 
vn Record; Rules ſufficient to make the Men 
of God perfect, throughly furniſhed, unte all 


| good, Works. And nothing . more 


and ruinous to the Church of Chriſt, and 

the Souls of Men, than Miniſters neglecting 
theſe Rules, and ang contrary to them. 

The Text is part of the Advice which the 

Apoſtle. gives. to his Son Timorby, and which 

way be uſeful to Miniſters in all Ages. . Refuſe 


ſelf rather unto. Godlineſs. St. Paul here thews 


* — 


al 
ti 


rr en pa 


* . 


him both What my ought to deſpiſe and avoid, 

and what to eſteem a 7 fue. ' The Fables 
and idle Stories which he is cautioned! to refuſe, 
are generally thought to be meant of che 
talmudical Fables and vain Traditions of che 
Jews concerning their Genealogies, and the 
halcion Days they expected to enjoy in Fe- 
ruſalem, rebuilt at the coming of the Meſſiah; 
as alſo their Pretences to a fectet” myſtical 

Knowledge of Divine 'Things -received from 

God, and equal to the Scriptures ;; and their 

vain Conceits about abſtaining from ſeveral 
ſorts of Meats, and ether T hings, as unelean 
and unlawful to be uſet. 

This Advice may be ſuppoſed to roland: to 
any other ſuch idle Queſtions and Stories; and 
tis remarkable, that the Apoſtle repeats it at 
leaſt ſix Times in theſe Epiſtles, which ſhews 
of what Importance it is, and how careful 
Miniſters ſhould be to avoid all fuch idle and: 
empty Queftions and Diſquiſitions; Wwhieh in- 
ſtedd of edifying the Body of the Church in 
eis and promoting the Doctrine of God 

produce Envy, Strife, Railings, evil 
. hn and perverſe Diſputings, as is 
ſhewn, 1 Tim. 6. 4, 5. Having thus adviſed 
Timothy what Things to avoid; he alſo (45'T: 
ſaid) adviſes him what to employ! himſelf a- 
bout, Bxerciſe thy ſelf rather imb Sblline: 
Make this thy 8 Delight and Practice; 
form thy Life upon this Model, and make it 
che chief matter of ** Sermons and reyes 


Be 
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6 An Ordination Sermon. 
Be not only content to be Godly thy ſelf, but 
eſteem it the principal Buſineſs of thy Mini 
to ſtamp the ſame Image upon thoſe that hear 


thee. Now tis this latter part of my Text 
that I ſhall principally regard in what I have 


farther to ſay, and ſhall proceed in the fol- 


lowing Method, 


I. Shew what we are to underſtand here by 
Godlineſs. 


II. That Miniſters of the oſpel ſhould make 


it their chief Concern, that they, and 


thoſe to whom they preach, may be 


endowed with this Qualification. 


II. Conclude with ſome Improvement of 


the Diſcourſe. 


Firſt then, I am to ſhew what we are to 


underſtand here by Godlineſs: This has diffe- 


rent Acceptations in Scripture. 8 


1. Sometimes tis taken for a Syſtem, or 
Collection of Chriſtian Doctrines, thus, * Vith- 
out Controverſy, great is the Myſtery of Codli- 


neſs; God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtified 
in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto 
the Gentiles, believed on in the World, re- 


ceived up into Glory. D 
2. Sometimes it denotes a bare external 


Shew or 8 ſuch as is called 1 4 
Form of Goalineſs. | of 4 OR 
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neſs, & c. Thus alſo, 2 
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3. The Term is alſo uſed to expreſs ſome 
particular Vertue, or ſort of Piety; thus tis 
underſtood, 1 Tim. 6. 11. But thou, O Man 
of God, follow after Rn, Goali- 
et. 5. 6, 7. Where 

we are required to add God/ineſs to Faith, 
Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, &c. 
atbly and Laſtly, Sometimes tis taken 
for the whole Chriſtian Life, the Practice of 
univerſal Vertue. Thus we are to underſtand 


" . N "or Cy OT "Nor EBAY 
7 ? £ by 3 3 g 4 fy 
as * 9 * 1 
* "= 


| the Word, 2 Pet. 3. 11. Seeing that all theſe 
Things ſhall be diſſolved, what mamer of Per- 


ſons ought ye to be in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs. And in this practical comprehenſive 
Senſe we are to take it in the Text. By God- 
lineſs then is meant, not only a Profeſhon, or 


ſome diſtinguiſhing Badge, or a ſet of Notions, 


or the practice of ſome particular Vertues ; but 
that which is ſo in the moſt proper and elevated 
Senſe of the Word, which is ſeated in the 


Soul, and ſpreads its Influence over the whole 


Man, making him Partaker of the- Divine 
Nature, and teaching to deny Ungodlineſs an 
worldly Lufts, and live ſo 75 righteouſh, 
and godly in this preſent World. © a 
A Man may have a very clear and diſtinct 
Scheme of Religion, not only in his Books but 
Head. He may make a very plauſible Pro- 
feſſion and glittering Figure in the Church; 
he may zealouſly perform ſome particular Duties, 
as his Humour or Intereſt inclines him; but yet 
if he wants a ſincere Principle, and univerſal 
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Reſpect to the Divine Precepts, he ean't be 
aid to exerciſe himſelf unto Godlineſs, ner 
deferye the Name of a Chriſtian, much _ of 
4 Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

And thus now I _ ſhewn what we are 
4s wndlerſiand. here by Godlineſs. 


II, I come next to ſhew, that Miniſters af the 
Goſpel ſhould make it their chief Concern, that 
they, and thoſe to whom they preach, may be 
pay ons with Godlineſs. And here I ſhall only 
argue from two Topicks. 1. From the Nature of 
Chriſtianity ofthe Goſpel, whereof they are Mi- 
iſters. 2. From thoſe Adyantages that Gadlineſs 
vill certainlybring to thoſe that are poſſeſs d of it. 

Iſt. then, I argue from che Naar ef Chriſtia- 
pity, of the Go pel, whereof they areMiniſters, 
which is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs Its 
Precepts, its Promiſes, itsThreatnings,its Exam- 
ples, ęvery thing belonging to it, brings Teſtimo- 
Mig this Truth: Let me here touch nn few 

8 

Fe 0 As to its Precepts, theſe all beanghs 
Kamp of Godlineſs, forbid nothing but what 
is ſinful, enjoin nothing but what is conducive 
10 Vertue and Piety; theſe require univerſal 
Conformity to the Will of God ; that we live 
by our Reaſon, and not the wild Suggeſtions 
of our Paſſions, that we maintain a holy Frame 
and Habit of Mind, as well as a Holy Life; 

und no more cheriſh Sin in our Hearts, than 

8 it in our Actions. 
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theſe alſo bear the the Gs Character. 
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(.) As to the Pre iſes 7 2 OF. , 
St, Peter 
52 5 N the Clitiftian Diſpetfation, J pits y 
233 unto us exceeding 
—_ © Met. For What En; 5 
by 72 Ctis ftid) toe might I Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, havm eſcaped the Cor- 
ruption that it in the World through Laift, 
(3.) Its Threatnings alfo carry 60 the Ks 
glorious Deſign, are never uſed to ſcare Met 
into Sin, but to drive them from it; to make 
them fear to adventure on thoſe Practices which 
ly and pollute the Sul, deſtroy tlie Image 
of God, and ſtamp ofthe ws, F of the 2 
* The Wrath of Gol is revealed from Heaven 
2 a Ungodlineſs and has os; Ns 2 
God's The ys one 
Fathers; proceed not tem A er, but great 
Good:wilt; and he therefore tf reatn eth 52 
niſtiment, that Sinners, being thereby ſcared 
into Reformativn, may prevent their being 
puniſhed. 3 
(g.) Should we now conſider all the Won; 
drous Affairs of Cbriſts leaving Heaven, living 
Mottals, dying upon the Croſs, and i 
returning to Heaven again, we ſhall find it to 
be a Docttine acrordiſg to Godlineſs ; . that it 
has a Tendency to prothiote Holineſs in | 
aud that this was the Brea mg ultimate Pe⸗ 5 
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ſign of the whole Tranſaction. But paſſing 

over this, I come _ . 
Adly, To ſhew, that Miniſters of the Goſpel 
ſhould make it their chief Concern to promote 
Godlineſs in themſelves and their People. _ 
Now this may be argued from the vaſt 
Advantages that it will bring, and the Unpro- 
fitableneſs of all other Pretences and Perfor- 


mances without it. And this 1s the ſame Ar- 


3 which the Apoſtle here urges to enforce 


is Exhortation: Having exhorted his Son 71. 


_ mothy to ſhun profane and idle Queſtions and 


Stories, and inſtead thereof, to exerciſe him- 
ſelf unto Godlineſs ; that he might the more 
effectually prevail, he tells him, That bodily- 


Exerciſe profits little, but that Godlineſs is 

ofitable to all things, having the Promiſe of 
the Life that now is, and of that which is 
to come. By bodily Exerciſe, we may under- 


ſand the ſeveral Hardſhips and Difficulties that 


Men may paſs through, as Faſting, Pennanee, 
Pilgrimages, coſtly Oblations, & It may 
be ſaid of all theſe. bodily Exerciſes, that, 
conſider d in themſelves, they profit little, are 
of ſmall Account with God, bring little Ad- 
vantage to thoſe that undergo the Burden of 
them : And no wonder indeed, if God, whoſe 


Nature is moſt ſublime, glorious, wiſe, and 


holy, regards not theſe things any farther than 
1 of in ward Sincerity and Devotion. 
Tis a Doctrine of the Church of Rome, as 
ridiculous as dangerous, that meer bodily Pen- 
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ages; that, ſo Men keep up a Round of cor- 
poral Hardſhips, and empty Formalities, God 
will be atton'd, and reconcil'd, and they may 
reap the Rewards of Religion without the 
true Spirit and Practice of it; even though they 
are a Scandal to that holy Goſpel they make 
a Profeſſion of. However Men may macerate 
and afflict themſelves, and whatever Pains 
they may take to attend on the Worſhip of 
God, or Expence they may be at to maintain 
it, yet if they are not ſincerely devoted to 
him, all this bodily Exerciſe will profit little, 
is of ſmall Account with that God, who 
(as our Saviour tells us) is a Spirit, an infl- 
nitely wiſe, auguſt, and holy Being, and there- 
fore will be worſhipped in Spirit and Truth. 
"Tis this ſpiritual Service, this godly Frame 
and Behaviour that the Majeſty of Heaven - 
expects and approves. "Tis this alone that 
is profitable to all Things, that has the Pro- 
miſe of the Liſe that now is, and of that 
which is to come. Now I fhall here ſhew 
how well Godlineſs deſerves this Character; 
and in order hereunto, ſhall conſider it both 
to its natural Tendency, and 
thoſe additional Advantages that reſult from 


the Promiſes of God's Word, on which the 


N with good Reaſbn, lays the greateſt 
TE 


© Firſt then, To conſider Godlineſs with re- 
ſpec to its natural Tendency : And who fees 
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= - that this is every Way — and 
that whether we conſider Men abſa] ſalurcly ar 
relatively? 
Is Abſolutely, and that both as as to his 
Health, Credit, Eſtate, and rational Improve= 
ments. £ 
(1:) As to Health, How much does 4 Life | 
of Rel gion contribute to it 2 What more diſ- 
orders Mens Bodies, and hyrries them on to 


' Ruin, than their ungoyern'd Luſts, and nog 


perate Courſes. The Wages of Sin are Sick 
— Pain, and Death, in this as well as ano- 
ther ſenſe ; and how many Men might have 


lg long and bello, had they pragis'd | 
riety which - 


emperance and Sob 
Religion teaches, who by their Exceſles here, 
haſten'd on Diſeaſes and the fatal Rgur. 
; (2+) As to Credit and Reputation, How 
goes a Chriſtian Life tend to promote it? It 
gives Perſons a noble Luſtre, and ſubſtantial 
Worth, renders them lovely in the Eyes of 
Men and Angels tog, There's ſomething ſo 
charming in unaffected Virtye and. dene Ws as 
attracts the Eſteem and Applauſe, not only of 
good Men, but often of thoſe that are very 


; Pad themſelves, 


n cothe 


| Advancement, of this alſo, at leaſt as far as a 


Competency goes, which is all that Men of 
the moſt ample Fortunes can enjoy. It requires 

Men to be diligent in their 2 and 
frogs. in their ee | which tends to 


pre- 
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xreſervethem from Poverty, and advance their 
yorldly Intereſt ; and 1 e Men are Ar 


educ'd to extream Want and Poverty 
their wicked 1 their _— 2 | 
1 the Cauſe of it, 

** As to Soul Improvements, How mighti 
does Godlineſs tend to advance theſe ? Or ra- 
ther, what is it but the true Improvement of the 


ature, it debaſes the Soul to the Condition 
of Beaſts and Devils; but a Religious Courſe 
is the Recovery of Man's Soul from this baſe, 
degenerate Condition: It again raifes him to- 


: wards a State of Perfection, and then ſhall we 


be intirely perfect, when we are intirely devo= 
ted to God and Religion. Wickedneſs fills the 


soul with Darkneſs and Confuſion, it blinds 
the Mind, bribes the Judgment, confounds and 
_ cramps all the rational Powers; but Godlinefs 


diſpels the Darkneſs, brightens the Soul's Fa- 
culties, compoſes its Diſorders, turning a con- 
fuſed and hideous Chaos into a beautiful and 
regular World. Jickednefs torments the Soul, 

creates a great deal of Pain and Uneaſineſs in 


- the Breaſt where it reigns. Such Men are 


commonly diflatisfied with their own Conduct, 
and under the Sentence of Self-condemnation ; 
Conſcience laſhes them with bitter Reproaches, 


and gaſtly Spectres haunt the Imagination 3 | 


and they are like the troubled Sea, or a Shi 1 
os a on its Waves : But now Godlineſs ten 
2 


[I 


oul-? Wickedueſs is a Reproach to the Human 5 


14 4 6 Ordination PAY | 
to cure this Evil, to inſpire the Soul with 
Faſe, Satisfaction, and Pleaſure, to quiet the 


oſten gives ſuch Repaſts 
where elſe to be found. What the good Man 


is on his Knees at Prayer, or celebrating the 
Praiſes of God, or doing good to Mens Bodies 


in a State of Proſperity and of Adverſity. Is he 
him from being Proud, Inſulting, Cruel, Ex- 


Uſe | 
makes him Patient, Contented, Reſigned, *. 


I mean as Members of Families, Towns, 


ho profitable Godlineſs is. What but the wan 


Conſcience, revive the droo 1 f Fe: Spirits, and 
as are no 


or Souls, he ſometimes feels ſuch Delight and P 


Satisfaction as the World and Sin could never 
afford, and which he would not part with on 
any worldly Conſideration whatſoever. In a 


Word, Godlineſs is profitable to a Man, both 
Proſperous, Rich, Honourable ? Oc. It keeps 


l 8 mah him Humble, Condeſcendin 5 
Moderate. Is he in Adverlity ? 


keeps him from any wrong Method of re- 
dreiſing his Ills : And what bleed Advantages 
are theſe 2 

2. Should we next conf der Men relatively, 


Churches, Nations, G. here too we ſhall ſelf 


of it, and a Spirit contrary to it, cauſes ſoff- 
many troubleſome Conteſts among Men ? is 
Mens Envy, Pride, Falſhood, Injuſtice, Cove- 
touſneſs, Revenge, and the like impious Paſſi- 
ons, that. create. ſo much Miſchief to them 
ſelves and others: Tis theſe that occaſion ſo 
many Family, 3 and National 3 

tha 
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that kindle the Flames of War, and let ſo 
many Devils looſe into the World. Was 
Vertue and Godlineſs univerſally practis d, 
none of- theſe Miſchiefs would ever 1 : 
Men, Societies, Nations, would then be Bleſſings 
o- themſelves and to each other. | _ 
'This makes the beſt Husbands, Wives, Pa- 

rents, Children, Maſters, Servants, . Friends, 
ubjects, Rulers, &c. In ſhort, were all as 
wicked and ungodly as ſome are, the Bonds 
of Civil Society would ſplit aſunder, and Con- 
ſuſion and Miſery overſpread the Face of the 
Earth. And on the contrary, were all as 


ble as ſome are, how much would this Earth 
reſemble Heaven ? Peace, and Love, and Joy 
would fill Mens Breaſts, and ſmile in their 
Countenances. All Places would abound with 
the Praiſes of God, and with mutual Acts of 
Endearment and Beneficence .; Angels would 
delight to come down and converſe with Mor- 
als, and Mens Souls be ſtill aſpiring upwards 
o a State of greater Perfection; and the great- 
ft want we ſhould then feel, wou'd be to 
have theſe groſs, ſickly, cumbrous Bodies re- 
d, and our Faculties raiſed to higher De- 
grees of Sprightlineſs and Glory, And thus 
dw 1 have ſhewn how profitable Godlineſs 
s, even in its natural Tendency. 3 
24ly. 1 come next (as propos d) to conſider 
heſe additional Advantages which belong un- 
o it from the Promiſes of God's Word, on 
| which 


Good, as Charitable, Juſt, Devout, and Hume . | 
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1 greateſt Streſs. 


degenerate, that theſe Advantages are often 


* * — erm 
which the Apoſtle, with good Rada, lays the 


It muſt be owned, that though Godlinefs 
naturally tends to promote Men's Profit andi 
Happineſs, yet the World is ſo corrupt and 


very much loſt, the natural Courſe of Thing, 
is interrupted, and juſt as Blaſts and Mildew 
fcorch and wither the promiſing Crop, and dif. 
_ appoint the Husbandman's Expectations; fo the 
Wickedneſs of the World deprives the good 
Man of much of that profitable Fruit which 
his Virtue would otherwiſe produce : It can't 
indeed rob him of inward: Content and Peace 
of Mind, but it may of all outward Comforts 
and if we will believe this ſame Apoſtle, good 
Men are ſometimes reduced to ſuch deplorable 
Circumſtances, that if in, or rather from th 
Life only they had hope, they would be of alli 
Men the moft miſerable . Wherefore” confi- 
dering this, we muſt (I ſay) with the Apoſtle, 
have recourſe to the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
fully to juſtify this Aſſertion, that Goaline fa 
ix profitable to all things : And when once 
theſe too are conſider d, we ſhall then have 
Proof ex abundanti ; may triumph in our Evi- 

dence, and appeal almoſt to Prejudice it ſelf 
for the Truth of it. Let us here then follow 
the Apoſtle's Diviſion, and conſider, 1. The 
Promiſes of the Life that now is; which are 
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aade to Gelbes. 2. The Promiſes of that 
which is to Come. 


Fa then, « as w the ePromiſe of the beter 
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And Les? tis eech ade that the 
ame Bleſſings which are the natural reſult of 
odlineſs, as Health, Profit, Quietneſs, Peace, 
c are alſo confirm d to us by the Promiſes 
God's Word: But beſides, tis promiſed, that 
U Things ſhalt Work together for the good 
f ſuch as are thus liked” ; that their Ini- 
uities ſhall not be ja to them; that 
od's gracious Preſence, and the Influences „ 
is Spirit, ſhall conſtantly attend them, to up- 
ort, ſtrengthen, "refreſh and comfort them; 3 
hat their Enjoyments ſhall be accompanied 
ith the Bleſſing of Heaven; and even their 
rials and Troubles turn to their Advantage; 
ir Death it ſelf be ſtript of its Sting, its 
ed beſtrow'd with Roſes, be encompaſs d 
ith ſmiling Angels, waiting to claſp the de- 
arting Soul. Such are the Ain n to 
be this EAR, *. But, „ ONE OM 


„The malt * IP Valuable, Prey 
h as belong to the Life to come. Theſe 1 
re valuable beyond Words to expreſs, or 
houghts to conceive ; for ye bath not ſeen,” 
7 Ear beard, nor bas it enter'd imo tb 
C Heart 
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Heart. of. Maut 11 cancei vert be Things, that a 
or 


bath prepared them that lege hin. We 
ſhall 9 be freed from Sin and Sorrow; 
behold the Fage af God: unclouded, and con- 
ſſtantly dwell in the Light of his Countenangs:; 
our Companions will "be Angels, our Bliſs 
noble as theirs, conſiſting in the hrighteſt Know- 
| ledge, and moſt:conſummqte Vertues, and in the: 
maſt free and: vigorous:Exergiſe: of our moſt. 
noble Faculties about themaſt.nable-Qbjedts. 


The Pleaſures: of this Ui ate Alitting: and 


volatile, med low:; hrokenand interrupted: 
is: our preſent; Joy; it comes. and goes by Fits, 


we can; hardly, ſy, we- poſſeſs it before: it's 


ready far flightiagain ; the maſt we can en 
harre is a mixt Condition, ſometimes Pleaſure, 
and ſometimes Fain, One Day Joy andi the 
next Sorrow; there's no Man fa: happy here 
as not to wiſh himſelf, happier; le feels an, 
Emptineſs in his Soul; which: he in, vain ex- 
pects ta fill; and in the: midſt af his: Enjoy - 

ments, he languiſhes after ſome: diſtant, Goad: 
Now Heaven brings home this.diſtant-Gaad; 
the Saints there find themſelves at the Bains. 
tain-head of Pleaſure; their Tyde of Joy and 
Glory, knows nd, Ebb; their Happineſs is as 
great. as their, Wiſhes, as laſting as their Souls, 
as, comprehenſive as their utmoſt Capacities:; 

fox in \ God s: Preſence, where. they. ; eternally 
reſide, is fulneſs of J y, and Flaute br ever 
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"This is the Life 1250 Auer = -- 
— E on oe t by the Gol 
pel; theſe are che Promiſes of the World to 
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And d d . e of bow 
val Advantage Godlineſs is; hav profitable. 
both with reſpect to this and the ture Life, 5 
ee as faid, is another Argument, and 
fame St. Pau here obs why Mini- 
80 the Goſpel ſhould exerciſe theinſelves 
— not only practiſe it theniſelves, but 
— their chief Concern to promote it in 
their People. Surtly their Peoples Happineſs 
Mrotild lie very near their Hearts; and they 
Mouid endeavour i ſo much as to fave 
them from Miſchief and Ruin, and x 

their Welfare and Felicity : And fince Godli- 
meſs is the only way to be thus fafe and hap- 

Y. they ſhould endeavour, above all W 8 
a o them to the Love and Practice of it. 
i And thus now I proceed to make Hg Im- 
N. a of WERE has been faid. . ; 


dl „b i, is it the principal Buſineſs of 
n. Miniſters of the Goſpel t0 promote Godlineſs 
nd in the World ; then this teaches us the Ex- 
as celleficy and Uſefulneſs of their Work: To be 
bs, WW employ F in turning Men from Sin to God, 'in 


1 | reſcuing them from the Devil, Tyranny, and 
'\ C 2 Ws 
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anger of Hell; in reſtoring the Divine Image 


and Happy ; what Work, what Employment 


dom, appointed to carry. on the ſame-glorious 
Work that the Son of God came into the 
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gag d in with great Chearfulneſs, and carried 


with God and Chriſt in bleſſing Mankind, to 
be inſtrumental in ſaving them from the worſt 


upon'the Soul, and making them Wiſe, Good, 
more excellent than this! And if ſo, then, 


1. What Reaſon have they to. be thankful 
to Chriſt for calling them to. this Sacred Em- 
ployment. 'To be made Miniſters in his King- 


World about; a Work that concerns, not 
only Mens Temporal, but their Eternal Hap- fai 
pineſs ; this certainly is no ſmall, Honour N ca. 


that Chriſt has done them; and they ſhould, Nya 


according to St. Paul's Example, be very Wo: 
thankful on the Account of it &, 4nd [thank 
Chriſt Feſus my Lord, in that he counted me e, 
worthy, putting me into the Miniſtry. . lin 


2. How chearfully ſhould Miniſters ſet a- Wth 
bout their great Work, and how faithful be Im 
in the Diſcharge of it: A Work that is ſo 
Noble and Uſeful, ſhould certainly be en- 


on with great Fidelity. To do good, to join 


of Evils, and ſecuring to them the moſt ſubſtantial 
Good; Lord, how deſirable a Work is pot 
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and ve unbecoming therefore A it be 
to engage in it with Coldneſs and Reluctaney. _ 


And with what Faithfulneſs ſhould: "this . 
Work be carried on: The Truſt of Souls, 
which are immortal, and which Chriſt has re- 
deemed with his own Blood, is an awful Truſt 
indeed, and can never 80 too ny d 
charged. * bo: | 


t z. What N have people 1 | ef 
— faithful Miniſters, and concur with them in 


Ir carrying on their Work : Let the Elders that | 


d, rule well be accounted worthy of double Ho- 


Your, eſpecially ſuch. as labour in the Word 
k and Doctrine. And People are exhorted to 


oy eſteem them bigbly for their Works ſal be te And * 


ſurely conſidering that their Work is to 
mote the Happineſs of Mankind; to rec 


alon 75 in thoſe Ways of Vertue and Piety, which 
are o pleaſant nd profitable, and lead to e- 
ternal Liſe and Happineſs; when they are 


tial Nand deſpiſe ſuch is very ingrateful, and very 
effronting to Chriſt and to Hog himſelf, || He 
| Bal 
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them from thoſe ſinful Courſes * that are 10 
miſchievous and deſtructive, and conduct them 


Faithful, tis fit they ſhould be eſteem d and 
onour'd for their Works ſake, and for their 
ſt {Maſters fake too that employs them: To flight» 


of the moſt charming and alluring manner, 
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that defpiferb you, Hefpiferb ur, imd he. that 

lp end me, 2 Vim vbar fem Me... 


Now one way of Proples ſhewing their E- 
Foun for Miniſters, is to ooncur with them in 
their great Defign, to hearken to the good 
-Connſel they give them, and 'to practiſe that 
Chriſtian Duty they d earneſthy preſs them 
to. One would think People ſhould be eaſily 
perſwaded tg that in which their own Intereſt 
1s & nearly eoncern'd, which is ſo heceſſary 
to their preſent and future Happineſs : But ne 
generally ſpeaking, 'tis far otherwiſe ; 

many faithful Miniſters have cauſc to nike 
| with the Prophet Hainb, Who bath believed 
bur Report, and to whom 4s the Arm of the 
Tord Tecealed : They talk to the Wind, and 
fow in barren Land; and might have been 
as ſucceſsſul in perſwading the wild Beaſts into 
Reaſon, as thoſe to whom they preach: Tho 
they {et before them the baſe and miſchievous 

Nature of Sin, and its dreadful Conſequences, 
and urge them with. all the Terrors of the 
Lord; though they ſet Religion before them 
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reſent all the Beauties of Holineſs to thei 
| View, ſhew, beyond Exception, how pleaſant, 
how profitable, how honourable, how abſo- 
lutely neceſſary a Life 8 Godlineſs is; yet ti 
all loſt Labour, they ſpend their Breath, ex 
_  hauſt their A ad their — even al 

moſ, 
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maſt to Death ta no purpoſe at all'; ta no 
purpoſu, I: mean, with Reſpect to others, but. 
as to themſelves, they ſhall, not looſe- their - 
Beward. God is noꝶ like a great many in the . 
Wonld, who treat Men aacording tothe Event,. 
the Sueceſs. ef their Performances He that is 
witnoſs to thein Faithfulneſs will not fail ta 
recomponce it; their Reward ſhall. be as am 
ple, their Happineſs. as great; their Crown of 
Glory; as bright as if their Lahaurs had been 
neten ſo ſugcelsful,, But ah, how dreadful will 
the Doom of; theſe-be that. reſiſt. all the paw- 
erful Calls of Gadꝭs Word and Miniſters; that 
ſit under moſt excellent Means with hard. 
Hearts, and perverſe Wills, and. carnal Affecti- 
ons. and go on td offend. God, and ſerve. the. 
Devil as freely as if; they had; never: heard! 
any Arguments or Nerſwaſions to the contrary; 


and nothing; will ſhortly, remain but a.fcarful | 
looking for of Judgment, andifieryIndignation. 


to devour them. 


And here give me leave to ſpeak. a few. 
Words to ycu of this Nace in particularr;, you: 
havec had : a;; great: deal of excellent Means. 
affarded youu; what: Profit. you, have gain c. 
by. it, whet Improvement made in Religion, 4 
God and your own Conſcience. know beſt: 1 
I fear ſome of you have Cauſe to reflect ſer: 4 
verely on your ſelves for your Barrenneſs and 3 
* | Un- 
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' hither by the Provi 


ifs Orduatim e „„ 
Uu God is yet pleaſed to continue 
you Living, and the Means of Religion to 
you. There is a yo nes Miniſter brought lately 
nee of God, and made 
Choice of by you, to be over you in the Lord; 


and who is this Day folemnly to be ſet a art 


to his great Work : As he is well furniſhed 


for the Work, ſo there is Reaſon to hope he 


will be faithful in the Diſcharge of it. Tis 
your part to receive him in Love, to treat him 
reſpectfully, to hearken to his Inſtructions, 
to ſearch the Scriptures whether the Things 
are ſo ; and as far as you are perſwaded he 


ſpeaks the Mind of -God, to yield a ready 


Compliance. Give him not Cauſe to repent 


that ever he came amongſt you; to ſay that 
he has labour d in vain, and ſpent his Shack gt 
for naught. Nothing occaſions more Grief to 


faithful Miniſters, than to ſee no Fruits of their 


Labours; nothin >. is more fatal to © Perſons than l 


ſuch Unfruitfulne * 

Let not then this cp < cer . to 
you, but bring forth Fruit worthy of the Grace 
of God, and let your Profiting appear ; and 
thus you will ſweeten your Miniſter's Labours, | 
and ſoften his Cares, and be his Joy and 


his Crown, and thus vou will be the greateſt 


Friends to your { e in Life and on; ry 
for ber. | 3 


2 We 
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2. We may learn from what has been dif 
ours d, how to judge of any Doctrine or O- 
pinions that may be propos d unto us, both 
as to their Truth and - their Importance. 
here are a great many Opinions in the 
orld that are recommended as the un- 


Mdoubted Doctrine of the Goſpel, and very 


rarmly contended for; but we ſhould not 
herefore grow preſently fond of them, we 
ſhould firſt conſider whether they agree to the 
oſpel Inſtitution, and as we find them agree- 
ing or not agreeing to that, embrace, or reject 
thetn ; nor ſhould we in this Caſe regard 
Mens Noiſe or Numbers, nor the high Com- 
mendations they 2 give to their own Te- 
nets, but ſhould make uſe of our Reaſon, and 

judge impartially, as it becomes a Matter of 
ſuch great Importance. e | 


Thoſe Doctrines which ſet forth the Dia 
vine Attributes in the greateſt Harmony and 
lory, which moſt magnify. God's Grace, and 
beſt vindicate his Juſtice, Holineſs and Good- 
neſs ; which moſt diſcourage Sin, and encou- 
age Repentance and 'a good Life, and give 
he moſt lovely and noble Ideas of Chriſti» 
anity, we may ſafely conclude are Goſpel 
Doctrines, ſince they agree with the Nature 
and Deſign of it ; and ſuch as are contrary 
to theſe, as eclipſe the Glory of God's At- 

„( tributes, 


4 "4 Oe Nn 8 
tributes, as tend to encourage Men in * 
and diſhearten them from "ſeating about their 

Dilty ; ſuch Doctrines, I ſay, however ge- 
rally embrac d, warmly contended for,” and 
ſpeciouſly colour'd over, we may wel cc con- 
elgde. are not Goſpel Dostrines, ſimce t 

great Deſign of the Goſpel Inſtitution: is 
promote Godlineſs in this World. "The 
octrine oertainly cannot belong to it that. 

looks a quite contrary way; unleſs we can 
ſuppoſe the Holy / eſus to contradict himſelf, 
to forget or miſtake his Buſineſs, and pull | 
down with . one Hand what he builds 15 Fan , 


Fa. "We may learn Hi Oe 3 has 
N who are * the beſt Chriſtians and Mini- 
ters, not ſuch as can talk of Religion, andi 
would be- thought, perhaps of the only trur 
Church; as are zealous Contenders for et 
own Opinions and Ways, and fierce 
{ers of thoſe that differ from them; but he 
is the beſt Chriſtian and beſt Miniſter whe 
. moſt of a Chriſtian Spirit, a holy, hum 
hls —_— oo Behaviour. The 
i (ſays the Apoſtle) 1 10 
Meat or Drink, Fre conliſt in emp 
Speculations, outward Cuſtoms and Uſages, 
which * little, but in R 
caci 
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„ Jew Wor fs ons early, 
thor. 16 that uot, that is outzpard 
in tbe Nes, but be is. a Jew that is gue 
owardly ; and. Greamciſios is that of the 
ww; in the Spirit, and mt the Fetter, 


„ of God f. 
n ſhort, Circumciſion. is ing, and Un- 
naiſion is nathing, a conſoicntious. 


Rogard to. the Divine . Is all in all. 
n Ohviſt, nothing avails but ſuch a Faith as 
yorks by Love,, and purifies the Heart; 
Men pretend never fo much to Religiaoi 
and call \themſalves by S ood 
lames,. and thoſe that A from them by 
— x dang of bad; ones, yet. Tr they. are 
unoonoern'd about the Cilngial Duties of 
Chriſtianity, and lay the greateſt Weight 
15 a Onions and external Matters; 
ſavour of Spiritual Pride, and a 

itedneſs for themſelves, and a 

ord cenſorious Behaviour towards others: 
they are of an uncharitable, contentious, 
dividing vilifyng Spirit; their Religion is hut 
founding Braſs, or the. tinkling Symbol, 
Pty, noiſy, and good for nothing; they 
r from 77 the Wiſdom Which is 
from . which is firſt Pure then Peace- 
511 able, 
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able, Gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits, without Partiality, 
and without Hypocrify. How much then is 
it to be lamented, that there are ſo many 
in the World, not only private Chriſtians, 
but Miniſters of this Character; who are 
Bigots in Religion, and lay the greateſt Streſs 
upon empty Notions and Speculations, and 
Are forward to cenſure and condemn thoſe 
that differ from them? This is a Fault too 
many of all Parties are guilty of; and tis 
a Fault Miniſters can eaſily diſcern in o- 
thers, but can't ſo eaſily ſee it in themſelves, 
though tis not the leſs for being one, and 
certainly wherever tis found, tis a very 
great one; is contrary to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the Spirit, and Deſign of the 
Goſpel, and docs a great deal of Miſchief 
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in this World, 


Chriſt is the fole King and Law-maker 
in his Church, nor has he impowered any 
Mortal to make Laws, to impoſe upon Mens 

Conſciences, and inforce their Compliance: 
He has, indeed, order d that there be Spiri- 
tual Officers in his Kingdom, but their Bu- 
fineſs is not to make any new Laws and 
Inſtitutions, nor deciſively to determine the 
Senfe of Chriſt's Laws, to rule over Mens 
Conſciences, and impoſe what they think fit 
in Matters of Faith and Salvation; but they 

| 3 3 | are 


Weapons but thoſe of Reaſon, and Argu- 
ment; ang not to mix any R and bitter 


Invectives with theſe.. They are to allow 
Men a Judgment of Diſcretion, to leave them 
at Liberty, to think and act for - themſelves: 
in N e of Faith and Salvation. The. 
Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtriue, but be. 
entle to al Men *. Chriſt's Kingdom (as 
he ſays himſelf) is not af this World; his 
Laws are Spiritual, and ſo are its SanRions ; 3 


and he has left every Man at Liberty 


to judg e for himſelf, and act agreeable to 


ſuch Jad gment. He allows no Pope, nor 


Council, nor Synod, nor Convocation, nor 
Aſſociation, to preſcribe peremptorily in theſe 


Matters; and they that aſſume ſuch a Pow= 
er, juſtle Chriſt out of his Throne, and 
place themſelves in his room: By impoſing 
their own Explication of his Laws, they are 
themſclves Law-makers, and aſſume that Au- 
thority - which belongs. » none but the Re- 
deemer of the World; nor is it indeed fit 
it ſhould : When Men aſſume ſuch. Authority 
over Conſcience, who knows where they will 
ſtop, what hard Laws they will impoſe, what 
abſurd and- unreaſonable Doctrines they will 


make 


„z Tim. 2. 24. 
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ke Net ſwallow 2. None certainly is fit 
to 

| himſelf who alone has the Wiſdom, Paith- 
fulnefs, and "Goodneſs of the Father. Surely 
our Saviour, who fo ſeverely condemned the 
Phariſees for laying heavy Burdens on Con- 


ſcience, and teaching for Doctrines the Com- 


mandments of Men, would not allow the 
fame in his Followers: Nay, tis what he 
expreſly forbids and condemns ; and who-ever 
goes to abridge Men in theſe Matters, to 
impoſe his own Sentiments and Uſages, and 
per ptorily requires Subſcription and Con- 
ormity to them, is a Tyrant in the Church 


an inſolent Invader of Chriſt's Authority, and 


an Oppoſer of the great Deſign of the Goſpel. 
And we may ſays to him, as Rom. 14. 4. N 
art thou that. Juke another Man's Servant, 

er be flandeth or falleth ; God 
grant that all here preſent both Minifters and 
People, may hate a cenſorious impoſing Spirit. 
Let us not lay the great Streſs on nottonal 
Matters and outward Forms: One Grain of real 
Goodneſsis worth whole Loads of thoſe Things 
which Men often contend ſo earneſtly, and ſo 
uncharitably about. When-ever the Image of 
God appears, let us take care how we cen- 
ſure and condemn, leſt we condemn ſuch as 
Chriſt will approve, and fall under Condem- 
nation our ſelves. Let us beware, leſt while 
we are buſy in plucking the Mote of Error 


and rule in fuch Caſes but Chriſt 
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out of our Brother's Eye, we forget to pluck 
the Beam of Pride, Malice, Uncharitableneſs, 
Diſhoneſty, Formality, Hypocriſy, out of our 
own, always remembring what our Lord 
has ſaid, Fudge not that ye be not judged, 
for with ine Je judge, jou ul 
be judged ; and with what Meaſure ye mete, 
it ſhall be meaſured to you again f. 
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